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SUBJECTI BACKGROUND ON RECENT CABINET AND OTHER CHANGES

IN THE GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN.

SGD	 : .01Mmo6 NM%

(30 DECEMBER 1968) FIELD NO. NJA-7149

*. SOIriCE A SENIOR JORDANIAN OFFICIAL WHOSE REPORTING OVER

SEVERAL YEARS HAS BEEN PELIALLE. HE OETAINED THE

INFORMATION FROM KING HUSAYN, PRIME MINISTER TALHUNI

AND VARIOUS CisINET MINISTERS.

fSUMMARYt THE RECENT CABINET Arc CTHER GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES

JORDAN HAD 'NO REAL PoLITICAL CR POLICY SIGNIFICANCE. 	 4..

THEY REFLECTED ONLY THE DESIRE OF KING HUM TO REPLACE

CERTAIN OFFICIALS WHOM HE CON;tILERLD TOO WEAK OR UNQUALIFIED

TO CARRY THE BURDEN OF THEIR OFFICE AND PRIME HINIS7ER

BANJAT TALNuNi's EFFORT To BALANCE THE KING'S DESIRES WITH

A PEW or His ow. THERE ARE FEWER POLITICIANS AND MORE

• .TECRNOCRATS IN THE NEW CABINET, WiC4 me put It MORE IN
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LINE WITH THE MINN'S CONCEPT OF Tilt iORRECT COMPOSITION OF

THE CABINET. THE ND CANBOMUION AAY BI SLIGHTLY MORE.

INCLINED TO ACCEPT A TOUGHER LINE AGAINST THE FEDAYIIN

IF THE ISSUE BETWEEN THE GOVERMENT AND THE FEDAYIIN

IS JOINED IN THE FUTURE. OTHERWISE; IT WAS ESSENTIALLY

A FACE-CHANGING OPERATION. fAD DOMMVY. )

I. (FIELD COMMENT: CM 26 DECEOCER C.68, JORDAN

ANNOUNCED A MAJCR SHUFFLE OF PRIME KINISIFP EAHJAT
(TOGS-314/17407-68I

TALHUNI'S CABINET. NJA-71IS. Worrirn

KIN: HUSAIN'S 'MASONS, DESIRIC APO FFORTS TO FSSHOFFLE

THE JORDANIAN OAEINET AND THE TIMPGIAT" smovaw CREATED

IN THESE EFFORTS CY TALHCOUS 	 AD COMP OF

THE KING'S PROPOSED CHMWEL.)

2. THE KING'S DETERNINAlICK IC CARP" Trik:JOH KIP: A

:CABINET RESHUFFLE ARO uTPLP 	 CHAN3ES &AFORE HE

DEPARTED FOR IluICA' TiammENY .4 LOVJON CM	 JANUARY 1964

BROUGHT THE CABINET ISM To I HEAD OURING THE WEEK OF

22 CECEMBER. THE RIMS WAS

i

A COMPROMISE CETWELN THE

DESIRES OF THE KING AND TaHal, THE KING WAS CONCERNED

1 BY THE PRO-FED/4111N SENTIHENTS CF MINISTER OF FINANCE
..
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JDJHASHIMJAYUSI Pto MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS '4KIF AL 

- AND PARTICULARLY ANNOYED BY THEIR EXTELAE VACILLATION DURING

THE GOVERNMENT'S CONFRONTATION WITH THE FEDAYPIN :iN EARLY

NOVEMBER, WHICH HE TERMED *WEAK IF NOT TRAITOROUS*. HE WAS

ALSO DISGUSTED WITH THE POOR PROPAGANDA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

JOB BEING DONE BY THE MINISTRY 3f INFORMATION. HUSAYN

BLAMED THE MINISTER, SALIM ABU VATu, A p unneN ROYAL

:-FAVORITE, FOR FAILING TO TELL *THL JORDAN STORY' IN THE

FACE OF SUPERIOR, SUBTLE ANC ADVERSE PROPAGANDA PROM THE

FEDAY1111 N cnNER mos STATES, AND HAD BECOME CONVINCED

' T4AT ABU ZAYD SHOULD GC. FINALLY,	 THE KING WANTED TO GET

RID Of MINISTER OF RELICIOuS AFFAIRS AND HOLY PLACES
C	 :3

SHAYK ADD -AL -MARIO AL-SATiH, WHO HAL SEEN PROMULGATING

010 .-INDEPENDENT AND IRRESPONSIBLE VIEWS ON THE PALESTINE ISSUE.
!	 !.

1	 TALNUNI DID NOT OPPOSE THE REMOVAL OF ABU ZAYD OR AL -SATIN,

1‘. S

	 ADAMANT ON THE CASES OF JAYUSI AND AL-PAY!!,

SINCE BOTH WERE CONSIDERED HIS PROTEGES AND THEIR DISMISSAL

EUT HE WAS ADA

V3ULD BE VIEWED BY THE PUBLIC AS A DIRECT SLAP AT TALNUNI.

TALNUNI CONSENTED TO THEIR REMOVAL ONLY IF IT WERE BALANCED

I: BY THE REMOVAL OF MINISTERS IDENTIFIED WITH THE KING. THE
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'h.	 SECRET
1*:•••••• ••••••■•■•••••••••• • 	 •• orper••••••	 .......11PrOPIrrielrirrielirrOMPITM"T..!=..&. •

1.66i6Ifte, A. 4').C;■ • •tt .4444' 401i..•• •6:•••■•••.••:■••;• 	 ti



SECRET
	

NO KREIGN•
Albeeet	 1

10111111111111rismom

IN • 62516

314/19296-6$

PAN CP 8 PANS

MOST LOGICAL cAuntnATE IM MIS CAIELIORY WAS HINISIER OF
.,4 c-

ECONOMY RATIN ZUBI. - ILL mLALTH, THE ACCUMLLATIOlOr....---

CORRUPTION RINIORS AFTER ALMOST FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS

IN THE CABINET, AND RECENT STORIES OF A MARITAL SCANDAL

. COMBINED TO TIP THE SCALE AGAINST ZUBI, AND THE KING •
.:
CONSENTED TO NUIN ZUBI . S DISMISSAL FOR AL-FATIZ°S,

A SIMILAR DIAL FOR JAYUSI'S REMOVAL DID NOT DEVELOP, SO

HE SURVIVED THE SHUFFLE.

3. ON A SECONDARY LEVEL HUSAYN HAD HIS WAY IN De
or

• DISSPIISTAAJ MINISTER OF STATE FOR PRIME MINISTRY AFFAIRS

' Ae,NINISTep3 ni DEVELOPMENT AHD PECOMSTROE NIN HAZ3

NOSAYBIN AND MINISTER OF TRANSPORT_Atamibiliiiiip BOTHi --------..
; CONSIDERED VACILLVING PALESTINIAin., IOO WEAK FOR THE

: PRESSFES °Few 75S. TWUNI iRIED TO INCLUDE ANOTHER
i

efinimiT.• PROTEC AOMAK LAwcI, IN THE NEI 	 KING' 'HT THEC.	 3
I SUCCESSFULLY COUNTERED WITH MUSA AEU kAGNIB, A
1	

.

ic.:CONSERVATIVE WEST BANKER MOREtIGNED 	 EX-PRIME MINISTER

i

WASFI TM. THAN ANYONE ELSE. Mgtnn ionweigh, A SAFE

000-CONTROVERSIAL CONSERVATIVE, WAS EQUALLY ACCEPTABLE TO

i THE KING AND TALHUNI AS ZUBI'S REPLACEMENT IN'THUMINISTRY
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I
	 SECRET

	
• •

416

Oa,



• •••• • ••

▪ 

•
• •

• •	 .

• .

1

IN GOO

• 314/3111044

PAO S Or II PASO

• SECItE1'•a %	 Itimagosima	 Aims 08•01•1111

ND FINUEIGN DUOS

C

OMIT WI TON VON MIND AGAINST NIS ROOSOURD

• SOMONTIMS

WI ECONOMY. INI ACSIONAENT OF MANNA& "I lb AL.AuLAI,

• OMAN'S ANCASIAOOR IC CAA,, TO INS MINISTRY 4F.INTGAMATION

iru &so mow mcanasu. THI mows or m=46: WAS
PROMPISS BY TOD FACTORS. TO VAR NIS OPUS= DISSATISFACTION

VITO AL•ANORI, WIlD NAD MEN APPOINTED TO TO roin AFTER Tilt
KAMM CONFERENCE MANIC OF NIS NARD•NBASED NAMING OF

OAR REPROSINTATIVES DOING INDS' MUM SON TALENTS

'4SM NOV PROVING COUNTINPRODUCTIVE AND ADVERSELY AFFECTION •
..1.

MIS romelmmummmtim CAIRO. AT TAL SAKI ?mu 701 NINISTRY 	 .

OF INTONATION NO DEGENERATED INTO A SURIANCRATIC MISS AND

NEEDUI A TOON ADNINISTRATCR IC STRAIONIEN IT CUT.

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGENINT am: A1.4011APS SIMONS
SO MISIIIMPOINTONT SALMIS SOU TUE CAM PAOLO AND TO

-mum/ WI mammal PAOLO WITH ONE MOW. ,A.•0111'S
• ..•
... PAST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATIONS Kgrassua.ammuisugg

• III LOYALTIES. BUT ISIS ASCOT EXINPLARY FEWONNANCES AND

r• =AVM AS AMBASSADOR, FORUM MINIUM M SS SOISSSIOS

MINIM. NAV' WPM= SON SOOTS AND GIVEN NIA TO
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1	 4. TALHUNI HAS HAD THE :WIFE Ulrf FE* blIiICTGR OF

i	
PUBLIC SECURITY MAJOR GEN&RAL LOU *du  Ala...a.; FOIP6OKE• . . •

I	
TIME. TALHUNI HAS °PASEO A3U ULNAE'S IGJEPE.:(DEtiCE IN

DEALING WITH THE FEDAYIIN, BUT, SORE IMPORTANT, HE HAD

1

 ..._,EARMARKED THE JOB FOR HIS OLD CRONY, EX .-PUBLIC SECURITY

	

•1. 
	 '

. DIRECTOR AND PRESENT GOVERNOR C7 AMMAN, HIKMAT MINYA&
vt• API

I	

THE KING HAS BEEN UNHAPPY WITH ABU MAR'S INDECISION

AND LACK OF EXECUTIVE ABILITY, SO THERE WAS NO DIFFERENCE

i	 • WITH TALHUNI OVER ABU NUWAR'S REMOVAL, ONLY OVER A

I	
SUITABLE REPLACEMENT. IN DNS THE EMI BON BY ASSIGNING

.7 FORMER DIREctirto nw nuar!141. INIFIL131.tICk., MAJOR k3ENERAL

1
 _ MUHAMMAD RICUL  KAYLANIA LONG-TIME ROYAL PROTEGE AND A

..	 .	 '

t	 DISTINCT NON•FAVORITL OF TALHUNI. TALHUIII LOST BECAUSE
a 1
1	 HE COULD NOT DENY THAT KAVLANI WAS MORE C IIKLIFIED THAN

ANY OF THE OTHER CANDIDATES. ACTUALLY, THE KING HAD BEEN
I

	

1	 SEARCHING FOR AN A3PROPRIATE ASSIGKI.NT FOR KAYLANI TO	 i

	

A	 .!
REHABILITATE HIM AFTER TEN MONTHS OF QUASI-VOLUNTARY 	 ii

	

..	 .

	

a	 OFFICIAL EXILE AS A RESULT OF A NEAR NERVOUS BREAKDOWN

	

I	 LAST FIERIPAY , AND WAS ABOUT TO ASSIGN HIM AS AN ADVISOR
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).	 IN THEPAtACE. TIE ALMOST SDIULTIMAIS -1SCOVERY BY THE
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KING ON 23 DECEASE" OF A COUP PLCf UY DIE AAIUN PAATY

.AGAINST THE REGIEE, WHICH HAD COEPLETE1Y ESCAPEDRSTECTION

bY THE INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY SERVICES, CONVINCED THE

KING THAT INTERNAL SECURITY ORGANS NEEDED IMMEDIATE

STRENGTHENING. THIS, PLUS HIS CONFIDENCE IN KAYLA'',

AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM 3ECRETARV6GENERAL Or THE COURT

ZAYD RIFA I, WHO PREFERRED KAYLA.' POSIED TO THF MINTY

FORCES RATHER THAN AS A COMPETITOR IN THE e•MALS, PERSUADED

: THE KING TO INSIST ON KAYLANI'S ASSIGNMENT AS PUSLIC

SECURITY CHIEF.

S. IN Al EFFORT TO IMPROVE IHr PALACE IMAGE, THE KING

HAS ALSO QUIETLY TRA4cri:90ED, WITHCbT REPLACEMENTS, THREE

PALACE AIDESt iAiY ATAIAN, SMARli TAYt, BAUSAY11, AND
• .SNARIPAHAZI. ALL. 'HAVE PLAY-BOY REPUTATiONS . IRE SOCIAL

• . CORPAN ONS OF THE KING, AND TH.. LATTER TWO APE RELATED

HASHIMITES. THE TRANSFERS WERE AIMED IN PART AT COUNTERING

• GROWING LOCAL CRITICISM OF THE *YOUNG KIDS" WITH WHOM THE.

KING HAS SURROUNDED HIMSELF FOR ADVICE.

G. THE KING MADE A SPECIAL EFFORT THIS TIME TO
MAINTAIN HIS PERSONAL RELATIONS AND *TAKE CARE OF THE

r•;.
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DISMISSED OFFICIALS. THIS HAS NOT bELN 1H h4i

WHICH FREQUENTLY RESULTED IN UNNECESSARY NUCI -IATICN AND
• •

HARD FEELINGS. AS SOMETHING or A NOVELTY THE XI4G;RECEIVED

ALL or THE EXITING MINISTERS, THANKED THEN FOR THEIR

SERVICES, PROMISED TO CALL ON THEIR TALENTS IN THE FUTURE,

AND ORDERED ANY PERSONAL ASSISTAHcl THEY REc.)IEED.

INDIVIDUALLY, THE KING OFFERED NUSAYWIH THE AMBASSADORSQIP

IN CAIRO, AEr wow la AMBASSADORS NIP IN Bola, miuSELLayr -
c

11-IE AMBASSADORSHIP 111 LONDON. MIDHAT JURA. HE PRESENT

TO NOSCOW. FARNAN bnuommPRESENT AMBASSADOR TO BONN,

MAY 8E RETIRED.

7. FIELD DISSEM STATE ARMY CINCHEAFSA CINCUSNAVEUR

CINCSOUTH CONSIXTHYLL (ALSO SENTE

AND USW.)
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JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR IN Lonoor, WILL PROBABLY Bi-PUSTEV%
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